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STRAIGHT DRAW POKER
discards, except the discards of the player still to receive
cards, are shuffled and cut. The cut may be made by any
player, but the next player to receive cards cuts last. The
deal is then completed (see also Sees. 18 and 19 of the>
General Rules).
A player may decline to make any discards, which means
that he intends to play his hand as it is. This is known as
" standing pat/' and the player keeps his original hand
known as a "pat hand" (see also Sec* 17 of the General
Rules).
After all players still in the game have been served their
cards in the draw, the second (final) round of betting begins,
The player who made the opening bet before the draw
again has the option of making the first bet, checking or
dropping out of play. If he is no longer in the game, the
option of making the first bet goes to the next active player
in turn to his left.
The play proceeds as described in the first round of bet-
ting before the draw, with each player in turn either check-
ing, betting, raising or dropping from play.
*
When all bets have been met, there is a showdown of
hands; or, if all players check, there is a showdown of hands
(see below). If any player makes a bet that is not met or
raised by at least one other player, he wins the pot without
having to expose his hand. Play ends, and a new deal
follows.
If at any time before the showdown only one player
remains in the game, he may take the pot without exposing
his hand.
When all bets have been met, or if all players checked,
each player still in the game exposes his entire hand, so that
all players, whether active or not, can see his cards. The hand
with the highest value wins the pot (see Sec. 29 of General
Rules).
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